428      ST. AUGUSTINE AND HIS AGE
most remarkable features of Augustine's life that this is the only miracle he is recorded to have worked. Once more, I fear the Hipponenses were not a very grateful or appreciative people. Possidius does, it is true, vaguely refer to some cases of the expulsion of devils, but that could scarcely be accounted a miracle in the early centuries of the Christian era.
Ten days before his death Augustine bade farewell to his people, and withdrew into a chamber, where the penitential psalms, written large, hung from the walls by his bed-side. He begged his friends not to disturb him except when the physician came to see him or his food was brought. Here he died on the 28th of August 430, in the seventy-sixth year of his age, ' sound in every member of his body, and retaining his sight and hearing to the end.' The strong will had sustained the slight frame through sixty years of untiring exertion, and left it with an integrity which few preserve. He left no will, says Possidius, for he had nothing to bequeathe, but he directed that his books and writings should be retained by his church.
The faith of his people in the value of his intercession was rewarded. After fourteenJulian ' ((»!' Krl;iinini) ilial occupied liiin. irvit timiblrd much about the I'lupcror Julian's hnlliant r to ^iilv.mi'.c iiUii lil'f tin- corpM- of (he old Roman religion.ils of light urn- l.u);r!y iui}iiiMiiirtl in irtrtittf itniwiilit atul lliry tri'tainly held tliat lijr.ht wa>, rrlf.i-.nl f'rtim anyfliiiif, wlirn it wa^ t-atcn by tin1 t'li-t't. I'liat wa*. a y,«nnl inunilarum tor « Ic^ciul, at leant.              51
